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Mercurii 30. Die Jan. 167}. 


Raered, That the Thanks of this Houſe be re: 

turned to Dr. Sprat, for his Sermon this day 
4 |  Preached before the Houſe at St. Margarets Weſtmin. 
A ſer : And that he be deſired to Print- bis Sermon : And 
3 L Sir Edmund Jennings, Sir Charles Wheeler, and 
Mr. Robert Wright, are to give him the Thanks of this 
Fouſe, and to defare him.to Print hu Sermon. 


Will. Goldesbrough, 
Cler. Dom. Com. 
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St. Mat. 5. verſ. 10. 


Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
ſake : for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 


bog E rc here Aflembled to lament 

Of the Death of one of the beſt 
#8 Kings that ever lived, and the 

| ms Pious Martyrs that ever 

ſuffered. We are this Day to 
"a bewail a Crime fo deteſted by 

God, and Man, that, unleſs this Day had been long 
fince publickly appointed, by the Voice of the 
whole Nation, pronounced by you the Repreſen- 
tatives of it, for us, and our Poſterity, ro Cont 
ayearly, in this, and all fucure Ages, the guilty 
Memory oof this Day had for ever remained an 
indelible Diſgrace to the Preſent Age, and to the 
Whole Engliſh Name it ſelf, A 2 When 
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When we ſhall recolle& the Aflictions, and the 
Virtues of that Bleſſed King ; and ſhall remember, 
that in his Virtues he excelled the moſt happy 
Princes; in his Aﬀfictions he equalled the moſt 
unfortunate Men : Though it ſhould not incline 
ns to: murmur at the Divine Providence, whoſe 
Judgments are aboye.our knowledge, and there- 
fore onght not to come under our Cenſure : Yer 
certainly, it cannot but make us abhor the terrible 
Effects of furious Zeal, when it miſtakes Provi- 
dence: Itcannot but raiſe in us the greateſt Hatred 
of Faction on a Pretence of Liberty ; and of Am- 
bition, when it counterfeits Religion, jt 

Should it not fill us all with Grief and Amaze- 
ment, that fuch a Kingcould ſuffer as a Tyrant! 
who was, toHis People, the moſt conſtant Defen- 
der of their ancient. Priviledges, the greateſt Au. 
thor of New ones ? Or as an Enemy tothe Frue 
Religion! who was in his Lite the Great Orna- 
ment ; in his death the moſt devout Example of 
it? Oras unworthy to Govern } who, not only by 
his Birth,” had a. Succeſſive Right to-the Crown, 
which he could not forfeit, bur alſo, by his Per- 
{onal Virtues, might. have deſerved another Title 
to it, if. his, Crown had been. Elective,” and, as His 
Murderers .impudently pretended, at the diſpoſal 
of his Subjects. 

Whether we conſider Him on the Throne, as he 

| | was 
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| wasthere, too ſhort a ſpace, the Vice-Gerehe of 


Gods Power ; or in the Church, as he always imi- 
tated, and reſembled . the Divine Purity : - Or. 
ſhould we meaſure him, as we would any other. 
Man : Should we take His Picture, as He Him: 
ſelf delighted to be drawn, wich His Crown and 
Scepter laid afide, and His Wife, and Children, or 
Servants by Him : Whether we obſerve His Roy- 
al, and Chriſtian, or His Private and Moral Ex- 
cellencies; we might find, in all, ſome Excraordi- 
nary CharaQter of Greatneſs, and ofthat, which is 
the only true Greatneſs, ſuch as- was admirably 
temper'd, and adorn'd with Goodneſs. TC 

But thoſe other more reſplendent parts of His 
Life, are a Subject fitter. for a Hiſtory than a Ser. 
mon. - And, no doubt, if there ſhall be any Vir- 
tue, any Praiſe of Virtue in the Generations to 
come after us; His Name will live, and be men- 
tioned with Reverence in the Records of Honour : 
Though not in the large Roll of thoſe Kings, who 
have been only Happy, Proſperous, and Victori- 


_ ous in this World : Yet amongſt the far ſmaller 


number, but much more Sacred, more truly Glo- 
rious number of thoſe Kings that have been Saints, 
and Confeflors, or Martyrs ;. and therefore more 
than Conquerours. | 
I confeſs, I might, and, give me leave to lay it, 
Eintended to have complaifted, that the preſent 
A 3 ASE 
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Age had not made that Uſe of him, which it 
ought : His Enemies for their Repentance, and 
Amendment; noreveniHis Friends for His Praiſe 
and Honour. Burt bleſſed be God, I am happily 
prevented in one part of the Complaint : I have 
nothing now tow1ſh, but that His Enemies would 
as well perform their Duty to Him, as, it- muſt be 
acknowledged, you his Friends have done yours , 
by that much deſired, long expected, Yeſterdays 


Vote; in which you have-given a Reſurreftion to | | 


His Memory, by defigning Magnificent Rites to 
His Sacred Aſhes. Sothat now for the future, an 
Engliſh Man abroad will be able to mention the 
Name of King C HAR LES the Firſt, without 
bluſhing : and His Heroick Worth will be delive- 
red down to Polterity, as it always deſerved to be, 
not only4reed from Calumny,or Obſcurity ; bur,jin 
all chings, moſt illuſtrious, in all things to be.com. 
mended ; in moſt things to be imitated, in ſome 
things ſcarce imitable, and only co be admired. 

In confidence of this, I willleave the reſt of His 
juſt Panegyrick to the Regiſters of Civil Hiſtory : 
And I will only now employ thar ſhort time, your 
favour ſhall allow me, in repreſenting to you thac 
one particular Grace ; which, I believe, He had in 
as high a degree, as: our Mortal Condition, of it 


ſelf, is capable to receive, His Magnanimity in . 


- Suffering. And it will beſt become this Religious 


Place, 
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' Place, and Office, to recommend to. you, from 


amongſt His many other Virtues, that one Virtue 
of his Divine Parience, which- he conld learn: from 
no other Principle, but his Religion, 
To this purpoſe, I have choten to ſpeak on theſe 
words of our Blefled Saviour ; wherein he pro- 
ſes Perſecution, which, to: Nature, ſeems the 
reateſt Evil, tobe the greateſt Good::' Such: as all 
bis Diſciples ought, not only to endure well, as a 
neceſlary Burthen, but to enjoy as a Bleſling. 


The Words themſelves confift'of ThreeParts. 


Firſt, This New, and Strange, Chriſtian Para- 
dox : That to be perſecuted is'a Bleſſtng. | 

Secondly, The only Qualification; that can make 
it to-be ſo-: It muſt be-a Perſecution: for Righteonſ- 
neſs ſake. 

Thirdly, The.Great Reaſon, why iris a Bleſſing : 
Becaule it is attended with the greateſt Reward, 
The Kingdom of Heaven. 


I cannot: now ſtay to infilt diſtindtly on theſe 
Particulars, or to- handle/ the Argument in my 
Text, as a Common place of Divinity, It will 
neither. agree with the preſent temper of your 
Minds, or my own, to treat of it in ſuchcold; and 
gencral terms, -But what Iſhall ſay on this great, 
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and Primitive Dodrine of Chriſtianity, ſhall be | 


only ſo much, | as you may apply to the: preſent 
occaſion : Thatwhen I come to recount the Kings 
unparallel'd Sufferings, you His Friends: may be 
ſomething comforted, in beholding the ſolid, and 
eternal Foundation of His Suffering ſo well ; which 
was no other than the Faith into which we were 
all Baptized : And that therefore the Chriſtian 
Faith, the Faith of the Church of England, may 
have the credit of that greatneſs of Mind, it taught 
the King in His Extremity. 

"That To bePerſecuted # a Bleſſing,wvas a Doctrine 
never heard of, till our Saviour here firſt intro- 
duced it. No other Teacher, or Law-giver, 
ever went, or durſt go ſo contrary to the inte- 
reſts and pleaſures of Fleſh:and Bloud. None 
elle 4. have laid ſo- much weight -on ,Hu- 
mane Nature : or could have no it ſo ea- 
fie: none but He, that was God, as well as 
Man : He that, as Man, knew what it was to 
ſuffer : and, as God, knew how to ſupport thoſe 
that ſuffered. 

"Tis true, the power of bearing Perſecution 
well, has been always pretended to, by all Secs, 
and Nations, and Religions of Men. All Hiſtory 
is full of ſuch great Ezamples, amongſt thoſe, to 
whom the Golgel was never revealed. But have 

not the reſt roo generally gone, on the wrong, or 
" ng” 5 tottering 
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| rortering Principles, of empty Fame, of doubtful 


Philoſophy, of Falſe, or Imperfect Religions ? Cer. 
rainly ſeldom any truly great, ſeldom any ſteddy, 


| and unchangeable Comfort, little laſting relief, 


moſt certainly ſcarce any everlaſting was tobe 
found, till the appearance of our Saviour,to make 
Men, on juſt grounds, to rejoyce, and criumph in 
Pains, and Loſles, and Miſeries. 

Mankind, before that, was left defeCtive in this 
moſt neceſſary Virtue, of which we have all a per. 
petual uſe. For, my Brethren, there is no Retire- 
ment ſo ſecure, no Proviſion ſo large, no Search 
ſo happy, as to find out that place, whither no 
Cares, nor Misfortunes make their way. The 
Sweeteſt, the Faireft, the moſt Plentiful, Alas! 
you ſee, the moſt commanding condition is often- 
times a greater burthen ; ar beſt, is only a leſs,and 
a gentler miſery, not any real happinets, Of all 
thoſe that built Houſes in the Parable, the moſt 
raiſed them on the Sand : the belt, and the wileſt, 
could only found them on the Rock : On which, 
notwithſtanding all their prudence, the Winds 
did blow, and the Sea did rage about them : All 
their advantage was not a full quiet ; but only that 
the Storms did beat on them in vain. 

And this is that for which we are only beholden 
to our Saviour Chriſt; of whom, we may juſtly 
ſay, in reſpe&t of -Mankind, as Auguſtus ſaid of 

B himſelf, 
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himſelf,and Rome, Lateritiam invenit, marmoream rel;- 
quit ; he found our Nature weak, and frail, compo- 
{ed of Adams mouldring Earth ; but he made it and 
lefrit of the fineſt, and moſt durable Marble. 


He himſelf came perſecuted ; bur one of the chief 


ends of his coming, was to free all that believe on 


him, and obey his commands ; though not from 
all perſecution, yet from. all the Curſe of it, nay, 
co do better, than if he had taken all perſecution 
quite away, to make it a caule of Joy, and Felici- 
ty, a Bleſling tothoſe that are Perlecuted. 

And, How feeble! How deceitful ! How much 
like a broken Reed, which only pierces, where it 
ſhould uphold, are all the other Morives, and Prin- 
ciples of Suffering well, in compariſon to thoſe, 
that He has taught ! 

Firſt, Some Men indeed may ſtrive. to endure 
Affliftions courageouſly, in a ſenſe of Natural 
Decence;; by the force of ſome Natural Paſſion, 
or by the ſingle Precepts of Natural Wiſdom. Bur, 
Wha is the chief us | that ſuch Men can propoſe 
to themſelves? Can it be much more, > 3X the 
bare expectation of tranſitory Fame, and Honour 
in this World ? Or ſome Temporary Intereſt, and 
Contentment here below ? And, What mighty 
Reliefs, or Rewards are theſe ? Such Conlolations, 
at beſt, can only ſtupifie the Mind under pain ; 
they are far from turning the Pain into a Bleſſing. 


Such . 
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Such Recompences are imaginary, contemptible, 
periſhing, whilſt the labours Men take for them, 
are great, and real : Whereas to a Chriſtian Suffe. 
rer, the labours are contemptible, compared to the 
ineſtimable greatneſs of the Recompence. 

Undoubtedly, nothing in this Lite can make 
AMiictions tolerable, much leſs a Bleſſing, but a 
Belief, that there is another Life ; in compariſon 
to the Joys of which, the Mileries of this Life 
are of no_ conſideration : Nay, a belief, that we 
ſhall partake of the Joys of another Life, if we 
bear ' patiently the ordinary, and extraordinary 
Miſeries of this : and that nothing can teach us to 
do the right way, bat Religion; nothing, but the 
Right Religion. 

For Secondly, There is alfo a ſtrange Force, and 
Reſolution of Mind, that may proceed from Falle 
Religions, and from the Principles of Enthuſiaſm. 
This kind muſt be confeſt far to exceed all Natu- 
ral Courage in its effects : It may ſometimes be 
hardly diſtinguiſhable from the true Patience, that 
is taught by the true Religion it ſelf. 

Yet there are very material Diſtintions be- 
eween them : The chief this in my Text. The 
one ts only for the true Righteouſneſs ſake : The 
other for a counterfeit, Hypocritical Righteouſ- 


nels. And beſides, they differ, in that the true Re- 


ligion, rightly uſed, teaches Men really to believe, 
B 2 that 
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chat to be Perſecuted is a Bleſfling , 
Perſecute. Falſe Religion, and Enthuſiaſm may 
make Men pretend to believe, that to be perſecu- 
ted is a Blefling, but really to believe, that the 
power of Pr is a greater Bleſſing, and to 
uſe that power -with the greateſt Cruelty, when 
they have gotit; as we have felt by many diſmal 
Inſtances, eſpecially that of this black and guilry 
Day. 
_ mY it is too true, that miſtaken Zeal, 
and deluding Inſpirations, have oftentimes a pro- 
digious Influence on thole minds, that are poſlcſt 
with them ; poſleſt in the worſt ſenſe of the word: - 
They can eaſty make men deſpiſe all Dangers,and 
Terrors : They can fill their Proſelytes with heat, 
and raptures enough to ruſh violently on Tor- 
ments, toglory in the falſe preſumption of Mar- 
tyrdom, to do, as Empedeocles of old, who caſt 
himſelf willingly into the fiercelt Flames, that he 
might be thought to go to Heaven. We have ſeen 
a blind, Fanatical Zeal enrage forty men, to-make , 
War agaivſt a mighty Nation, in full Peace, in the 
midſt of its Principal City. 

And fince the Implacable Enemies of our 
Church and State have had, and ſtill have ſuch a 
dreadful offenſive Weapon in their keeping, as all 


Zealous, though Erroneous Religion-1s : Should,» | 


not this, my Brethren, be a ferious Admonition.to ©: 
us, 
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us, who profeſs our ſelves Friends to the Church 
and State, to make proviſion againſt them, by the 
better, more powerful, indeed,invincible defenſive 
Weapons of our Spiritual Warfare, that may be 
learnt from the true and unfeigned Religion ? 
Since they pretend to fetch their Armour from 
Heaven againſt our Cauſe : Ought not we really 
to ferch ours from Heaven againſt theirs > We 
cannot want all other means of defence , we have 
Reaſon, and Juſtice, and Law, and Loyalty on 
our ſide : All thoſe the Enemies of our Church 
and State muſt want : But let us beware, leſt if 
they have any Zeal, we none,they have ſomething 
more forcible than any of the other. ' Moſt cer- 
tainly nothing but Conſcience well-informed can 
be an equal match, for Conſcience miſguided : 
Nothing but the power of Godlineſs ; nothing but 
true Zeal can break the force of falſe Zeal, and of 
the very form of Godlinels. 

Wherefore, from that Fatal Example, how 
much the Name of Godlineſs, Hypocritically 
uſed, ſtood our Adverſaries in ſtead ; may we be 
inſtructed to govern our Minds, and ſtrengthen. 
our Hearts, and reform our Lives, by the Directi- 
ons and Precepts ofthe true Holineſs , to have our 
Conſciences as much in earneſt as theirs, but better 


. informed ; notonly to hate the Hypocriſie, butro- 


out-do the warmth of their Zeal. And, if the 
B 3 very 
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very Shadow of Chriſt could do ſuch wonderful 
things : What would not his Hand, his Tongue, 
his Body, his Lifedo 2? If by a ſad experience, we 
have found a feigned, and diſſembled Piety, fo 
outragiouſly ſtrong, and too long irreſiſtible : 
Should we not thence conclude, what greater In. 
fluence, what more durable Authority, the true 
Piety might have on our Minds, by the efficacy of 
its own true Promiles, Rewards, and Comforts ? 
In which God has pitied the Infirmities of our 
weak Humanity : Has ſupplied them all in a gra- 
cious proportion to our detects : Has provided the 
greateſt happineſs for our immortal, and mortal 

rts hereafter : Has furniſht us with the beſt re. 
fief for our mortal part here. 

But, that Religion ſhould beſtow the ſareſt 
aid, and afliſtance in perſecution, is the more 
ſtrange : Becauſe at the firſt view, it ſeems to 
make perſecution more grievous, by forbidding 
—_— helps, and means of defence, which na- 
cure offers to the afflicted. Does not our Saviours 
Doctrine command us,to have the feyereſt thoughts 
of our ſelves? It tames the mind, as well as it re- 
quires the body, tobe ſubſcrvient to the mortifica- 
tion of the mind : Ir lays ſo much reftrainr on our 
intemperate pleaſures, that ro-2 carnal man ir even 


ſeemsro render proſperity a fort of perſecution. 


It denies us the ule of ſome kinds of reliftance;; of 
| all 
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* all manner of revenge : Of all actual reveng 
! which is the delight of the powerful; of all re- 
' vengeful thoughts, which may be eſteemed ſome 
; eale tothe weak. 

| How thencaa it be, that ſuch a Docrine ſhould 
| rurn all perſecution into a bleſſing ? Yes moſt cer- 
4 tainly: And for the moſt weighty reaſons : Of 
| which the two principal are here mentioned. In 
| this life it makes the ſuffering delightful, becauſe 
[ it is for righteouſneſs Jake : In the next,it makes it our 
* glory, and crown, becauſe of its juſt claim to the 
: Kingdom of Heaven. 

' Firſt, I fay, it is this -Dodtrine only that pre- 
| ſcribes ſuch rules, and provides ſuch helps, for the 
' right ordering of all our thoughts, words, and 


- actions in this Life, that if they be exactly fol. 


lowed, will put us into a condition of ſufferin 

: for nothing but Righteouſneſs ſake. So much mo- 
' derationit impoſes on our enjoyment of things in 
; our power : "So ſtrictly it forbids all irregular de- 
{ fires of things in others power : So much it teaches 


an inoffenſive meekneſs, and caution of nor dif- 


Do God, or injuring Man : That whoever 
| lives accordingly, whatever his Perſecution may 


be, he cannot bat be innocent in it: And if hebe - 


innocent, the Perſecution will beſo roo; and will 
+ dohim no manner of hurt. 


To. 
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appearance, than to the reſt of the World. They 


Certain, ſo unqueſtionable, ſo near them, who *' 


Toa heart {o Conſcientioully prepared . ſo cer- | 
rain of its Duty, ſo rightly ſecured in its Cauſe, ; 
the AfMiictions of this World have quite another 


are preſently found to be only the tender Trials of 
a merciful Father ; to be not only his Trials, but 
Tokens, and Teſtimonies of his Love, and of our : 
Adoption ; to entitle us to the Priviledges of Gods * 
own People, and Children, to his peculiar Care,to ' 
his ſpititual Joys, to his Kingdom. 

That is the other Contemplation, which com- 
pleats the _—_ And itis only the hope of that 
Ws AT Hh which our Lord Chriſt alone has pur. | 


chaſed for us, that can be _ co the wants and | 


wiſhes of our Immortal Souls. That wy can re- } 


freſh the diſtreſſed, and eaſe the heavy laden, and + 
ſupportthe living, and rejoyce the dying ; with- * 
out that expeRation, the leaſt mortal Frailties, | 
and Croſſes, even Mortality it ſelf, were an into- | 
lerable Oppreſſion : But, with it, the cruelleſt * 
mortal Pains may be made light, and inconfide- 

rable : without that belief, as Chriſtians of all 

Men, ſo Men of all Creatures, were moſt miſera- ' 
ble. If there were no proſpect of Heaven, even 

Earth it ſelf were a kind of Hell : So dark, ſoun- ' 
comfortable,ſo diſmally doubtful were the condi- ' 


tion of Mankind. But now there is a Heaven, ſo # 


b 


believe | 
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believe it, and labour for it : To ſuch there ſhall 
not only be no Hell; but even Earth it ſelf amidſt 
all their Earthly Calamities, becomes a kind of 
Heaven : So truly great is their preſent Comfort : 

ſo unſpeakably great will be their future Felicity. 
You now behold the Character, Supports, and 
Benefits of that Perſecution ; which, in the Religi- 
on, thatall of us have embraced, is reckoned as a 
Bleſſing. This infallibly is the Chriſtian Doctrine. 
I come next toinforce, and illuſtrate it by a Chri- 
ſtian Example, And, I might alledge that of the 
bleſſed Author of it, our Saviour himſelf: But,in 
him, itmay be ſaid, the Godhead did ſuſtain the 
Humanity. I mighe urge the Apoſtles, and Pri- 
mitive Diſciples : But they alſo were immediate- 
ly affiſted by a miraculous Power, enabling them 
to do, and to ſuffer. I might produce a No- 
ble Army of Martyrs, in all Ages of the Chriſti- 
an Church : Bur ic will now be enough, once for 
all, only to mention the bleſſed Pattern of that 
Saint-like King : Whole wonderful Patience, in 
an Age,wherein Miracles were ceaſed, did almoſt 

ſeem to revive them : His magnanimous Sufferin 
didevidence, how much Strength, and Luftre, the 
true Piety may add to the moſt Princely mind : 
The AﬀMictions, that furrounded His Head, did 
not deface, but beautifie His Life : As the Thorns, 
His Great Maſter wore at His Paſſion, they were 
C intended 
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intended by His Enemies for His Shame, and His 
Paitt, but they were in truth His Crown, His 
Fonrth, more precious Crown. 


When 1 feriouſly refle&t on all the Sufferings of | 
that Excellent Prince; how little He deſerved the 


leaſt of them from any man , how much far other. 


wiſe He mericed from matiy che chief Authors of 


them; and yer by how many ſad Circumſtances 
they were {till increaft ; againſt how many fair 
hopes they ſtill prevailed; and with what unſha- 
ken Dy He bore them all :- I cannot but 
conclude, that He was ſeparated, and Conſecra- 
ted, as it were, by Gods ſpecial appointment, to 
fall a glorious Sacrifice; to give a new Example 
of Chriſtian, Paſſive Courage, to the decaying 
Virtue of this Age : and that, as the Bloud of Mar. 
tyrs is truly ſaid to be the Seed of the Church, ſo. 
the Bloud of one Martyr'd King, ſhould be the 
perpetual Seed, both of che Church, and Monar- 
chy of England. "i 

He ſucceeded to His Temporal Crowns, by the 
Conjundtion,and CI of many Roy- 
al Lines. Yet he was fo far from having the uſual 
. allowance, that ſeems due to Righttul, Sovereign 


Princes : From obſerving whole vety fauks too- 


cutionſly their Subjects onght ; and m betrer times, 
their. honourable Enemies were wont to retire 
with reſpe&: So far He was from being thus _—_ 
Son ES that 


s 
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that even His Virtues were miſinterpreted, and 
{candalouſly reviled. His Gentlenels was miſcal- 
led defe&t of Wildom ; His Firmnels, Obſtinacy ; 
His Regular Devotion, Popery ; His Decent War- 
{hip, Superſtition ; His oppoſing of Schilm, ha- 
tred of the Power of Godlineſs. Such was the re- 
markable aggravation of His unjuſt Perſecutions ; 
that - ry, had manifeſtly che Right on His 
ſide, yet His Enemies, by their Artifices, had got 
over moſt of the good, and plaiiſible words, to be 
on theirs. Whilſt che worſt of their Actions were 
ſanQified, and made Popular by the ſpecious Ti- 
tles of Liberty, Purity, and Reformation : He died 
for the Laws, as a Malefactor ;. for the Church,the 
beſt Reformed Church, as an Enemy to the Cauſe 
of God. | 

To His People He was ever moſt Indulgent ſtill 
ſcattering amongſt chem the Royal Prerogatives, 
with a Liberality rather becoming the Mildnels of 
the Giver, than due tothe Ingratitude of the Re- 
ceivers. For, in anſwer to all His moſt Bounriful 
Conceſſions, He ſtill mer with evil Surmiles, per- 
yerle Comments on all His Acts of Grace : And 
thoſe ſeconded by Mutinous Petitions, Seditious 
Clamours, and Allaults, and: at laſt an open Re- 
bellion, What ſhall we {ay 2 Some ſtrange facali- 
ty, ſome unuſual unheard of Giddineſs had una- 


wares {cized on, and, in toogreat a part, infatuated 
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the Engliſh Spirit : To make them grow dilcon- 
rented, and fick of their very Prolpericy ; thus 
raſhly to employ the Riches, and Plenty, they rea- 
ped from the firſt happy part of His Reign, to ren- 
der the latter part of it —_ 

Nor were the Calamities of His Fate only con- 
feed to Himſelf, which, no doubt, a Mind of ſo 
much innocent tenderneſs, defired ; butthey were 
Infectious to all about Him. That which, in any 
ether Age, would have been thought a proof of the 
_ Humane Abilities, to counſel wilely, and 
aithfully fo Judiciousa Prince : And a ſign of the 
grrecelt Humane Felicity to be beloved by ſo.great 
hd good a Prince : was. then a certain. Forerun- 
ner of Misfortune. 

Of His deareſt Servants, the Firſt, whom he re- 
ceived: from his Father, and Himſelf long pro- 
rected from the blind Malice of Envy,was ſnatchid 
from Him by the hand of a baſe Aſlaflmate. And 
whilſt His generous heart was bleeding for the 
Loſs, many thouſands of His Subjects, with ſecret 
ſhews of Satisfaction, nay, with open teſtimonies 
of Joy, applauded the horrid Murther of His 
Frien 

His other beſt Servant,. a Miniſter, the. moſt | 
able of that time, bothfor Counſel and Action; a © 
Friend, one of the beſt which ever the Church of . * 
God had, fince it needed ſuch a Friend ; Him He 9 . 

Was. 
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was conſtrained to give up as a Prey to. Popular 
Tumults, or, which is as bad, to Popular Tuſtice - 
nay, which was worſe, and which ought not to 
have been mentioned, bur that the King Himlelt. 
often ſpoke, and writ of. it, with ſuch Solemn Re- 
morſe, His Royal and guiltleſs Hand. was made 
an unwilling Inſtrument of. that unrighteous 
Action, ; 

Bur, the Juſtice this Parliament has done to the. 
Earl of Strafford'sHonour,has vindicated the Name 
of Parliaments, in this Particular : And the Re- 
pentance of that merciful: King has paid an honou- 
rable Atonement to his Ghoſt. The Servants Inno- 
cencehas been abundantly juſtihed by the Maſters 
ſo paſſionately accuſing His own weakneſs, for 
yielding to his.Death.. - It was indeed a weakneſs, 
to-which the Counſels of His diſguiſed Enemies,or 
timerous Friends provoked Him. Yet, He could 
never at laſt have been drawn to it, had He not 
been half perſwaded, that it was better for one 
Man to die, thars for the whole People to periſh. 
And,How juſtly may we think His Virtues to have 
been extraordinary! when His greateſt fault, (I 
make bold to call it His fault, and I believe it was 

| Hisgreateſt ) had ſo good, and. innocent a Foun- 
; dation, as the Peacc of three Kingdoms.. Have 
| wenot great reaſon to ſuppole, that His Conſci- 


: | -ence was moſt ſtrictly watch'd and guarded from 


C3 Sin ? 
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Sit'?-Couldany of His Enemies, notwithſtanding 
all their boaſts in this kind, ſhew us Proof of a 
Conſcience {o tender 2 Which did fo affetionate- 


ly-lament, ſo ſeverely repent of that Offence, as if 


the whole Guilt of ir had been His own : Where- 
as, at the worſt, the Infirmity of it only was His, 
the Guilt belonged to His Enemies. | 

His own Family was at once Perſecuted in ma- 
ny Quarters of the World. There was ſcarce a 
great Houſe in all Chriſtendom, that had -con- 
cracted-Alliance with Him, which Gods Viſtation 
did not ſeem to ſearch out,and to reach in that Age; 
Ati-obfervation, in which His Adverſaries were 


' wont much to glory : Asif He, and His whole 


Name had been utterly reje&ted by Heaven. Bur, 
{ucceſs, and proſperity in this World, is rather a 
Turkiſh,'than a Chriſtian proof of Gods favour : 
and adverſity the like of his diſpleaſure. Or elſe we 
might often fince have confured the very ſame men 
with their own Argument. | 

His only Siſter had a long familiaricy with un- 
happineſs. Her 'He could never relieve in His 
wy proſperous days. Nor was Providence row- 
zed roreſtore her Family, till about the very year 
of His Martyrdom. - | 

His own Queen was expoſed to all manner of 
Injuries  Rob'd of- the Privitedges due to Her 
Sex ; much more to her high Birch, and Condiri- 

| - | on : 
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on: Declared Traytor. for doing the duty of a 
Wife : The Laws of Humane Society violated,to 
keep His very mind from her : His Letters ro her 
intercepted, ubliſhed, condemned, as Correfpon- 
dents with the dilaftected. 

His Children were driven from his. Paternal 
care, in that Age, which moſt needed it : - Some 
bred up at home, under the Diſcipline of His Ene. 
mies; of whom, even the tender mercies were 


cruel : Others wandring abroad, and depending 


on the uncertain piry of His Neighbours. What one 


of the Ancients ſaid of Pompey's tall, was too true 


of the Kings : One Country could not contain ſo 


great a Tuine : The Shipwrack was caſt on many 
Shores : Not indeed to be buried there, as Pompey 


-was ; but to-rerurn again by a wonderful Reſticu- 
tion. Yet that ſatisfaction the King himſelf lived: 
not to ſee : He only felt the ſevere fide, their Se-- 
paration, and Diſtreſſes : The comfortable part, 


their Reſtoration, His bleſſed Spirir has imjoyed in 
Heaven, ſince His Death': And by a ſtrange, my- 
ſterious effe&t of the Divine Mercy, his vety Death 


! ought to be eſteemed the principal cauſe of their. 
| ' Reſtoration, 


Thus was He unjuſtly perſecuted in one part of 


His Domieſtick Relations : There was another 


alſo; in whoſe Ruine He was even yet more near- 


ly concerned : And that was the Church of England. 


For, 


” mY —_ 
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For, Why may1 not call our Church a Member of | 


His Private Famnly-2 Secing he cheriſhed ir ſo fa- 


aniliarly, converſt with it {o conſtantly, provided 


for it ſo carefully : It were well if this were all: 
but I muſt add, He Died for it fo Zealoully. 


For the Service, and Devotions of this Church, * 


His Aﬀections were ſo inflamed ; His Judgmen fo } 


confirmed; His Practice in them lo Inceſſant; | 


thatin all theſe He was ſcarce equalled by any of } 


its own Miniſters ; I am perſwaded, He was out- 
done by none. We have undeniable inſtances, 
that neither His beſt beloved Recreations ; nor one 
of the moſt ſorrowful Meſſages He ever received ; 


not His moſt urgent Buſineſs ; not His greateſt De- | 


lights; nor His greateſt Grief could prevail with 
Him, ever to omit, or but for a moment to inter. 
rupt His dayly Solemn Prayers. 


From this Church He might juſtly have expe. | 
"Red, and he had hislaſt comforts. Bur, alaſs ! when ! 
he molt needed her help, he ſaw her in the greateſt | 
outward Deſolation. her ſelf : Her chief Prelate, 
one of the moſt Innocent, Devout, and Magnih- } 
cent men of that Age, beheaded in the view of 


Forty thouſand men! and roo many of them fo 


inhumane, as to rejoyce at the death of a Biſhop ;| 


againſt whom, their chief Objection was, his be- 
ing a Biſhop. 


O 
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Of this Church, whoſe Preſervation, and Proſperity 


had been always his chief ſtudy,he lived to lee the Truth 
queſtioned, the Glory vaniſhed, the Buildings falling, 
the Revenues devoured : and ſodeyoured, that he him- 
ſelf muſt be compelled, either to confirm the Sacriledge 


! by his Authority, or to make way for it by his bloud, Of 
! which two dreadful Extremes he chole the laſt : And fo 


became our Churches Martyr, as he had been her Saint : 


! A Saint incomparably more holy than all the Enthuh. 


aſtical Saints of the Sectaries : A Martyr, to be prefer- 
red before a whole multitude of Martyrs that ſwell che 
Romiſh Calendar. 

Of this Church, in his Impriſonmenss, the Publick 


{ Offices were ſometimes denicd him : The attendance of 
his own Chaplains ſometimes forbid : Seldom bur pre. 


cariouſly allowed : Liberty of Conſcience refuſed the 


| King, by the meaneſt of his Subje&ts, who claimed it as 


their own Due, both by Religion, and Nature, and 


{ made that the chief Pretence of their Rebellion againſt 
* him. 


His moſt ſecret Duties of Piety were often diſturbed 


3 bythe abufe and outrage of common Souldiers : Hard- 
| ly the Service of one of his —_ was afforded him in 


his laſt Agony. Yet Providence ſo ordered it, that it was 
the very Biſhop, whom, of all his Clergy, he had moſt 
employed in Secular Aﬀairs. Nor could any thing more 
Juſtifie the pious, and Conſcientious choice of his Mini- 
ſters, both in Church, and State, than that the very ſame 

| D man, 
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man, who had managed his Revenue, ſhould be thought ? 
fitteſt to dire&t his Conſcience ; that his beſt Treaſurer 
ſhould be his laſt Confeſlor. | 
As tothe Unnatural War againſt him, he made him- 
ſelf ſo naked to avoid it, that, when ir was forced on : 
him, he was notin a capacity to maintain his own juſt | 
Rights in it : He went lo far to meet his undutiful Sub- 
jects in a Peaceful Compliance; that he diveſted him. | 
{elf of moſt of his own ſtrengths, by which he might ' 
have ſuppreſt them. Why then did his Enemies ſo often | 
tell Heavenin their Prayers, that it was not the Arm of | 
Fleſh which brought them Salvation ; When they had 
in their ufurped poſleſſron the moſt conſiderable Forces, | 
and Eſtates of their own Complices, or his Friends, his ' 
Fleets, his Magazines, his Revenue, and the far ſtronger . 
art of all the Carnal Means of the Nation on their 
e. Why did they fo often boaſt, in their way of Yain- * 
glorious Humiliations, that they themſelves were only © 
dry bones, that adivine Spirit animated them, and that 
God was their Confederate 2 When it was ſo far from | 
being a ſignal Providence, that the King was at laſt * 
overcome that indeed itwas rather a wonder he was * 
not ſooner : "That You, and ſuchas You, and Your Fa. 
thers, could fo long ſupport his declining Caule, againſt ' 
a power ſo much more mighty than his, and yours. | 
But God thought fic ro Fa him to be defeated. And, | 
though the Divine Counſels were in this, as they are in) - 
p2ny ocher things, unſearchable: Yer, thus much we 
F929 | may 
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may ſafely pronounce, that it was not in Wrath to 
him, but in Mercy. It was indeed our Wound, and 


our Calamity, not his. For-his Sufferings that fol- 
lowed his Defeat, redounded far more to his own 


| glory, than if he had Triumphed in War, or if his 
' Life had ſmoothly flid away in Peace. His Reign, 


| if ir had continued quiet, muſt needs have been moſt 


| happy. That goodnels of temper, had it not been 


1 oppoſed, would ſure have been admirable, ſeeing it 


| wasſogreat, when moſt bitterly offended. ' His Victo- 
| Iy, if he had Conquered, would no doubt have been 
' Mild, and Bloudlcſs : None would have periſhed by it, 
; bur Arm'd, and in the Field. He had too great a heart, 


| toinſult over the Miſerable. He would certainly have 


laid no other Chains on the Vanquiſhed, but thole of 
Pardon, and Mercy : Seeing he forgave them, and pi- 
tied them, amidſt the pride and rudeneſs of their own * 


» Victory, 


This is a Truth undoubted. Yer till I muſt affirm, 


| thatit was more for His own Perſonal Renown, he was 
: overcome. my others would have ſhar'd with him, 


in the Honour of the Conquelt. His Armies, His Coni- 
manders, and Fortune it ſelf might have claimed ſome 
part in thoſe Laurels. But, this was a Praiſe far greater, 
much rarer, more Chriſtian, wholly Gods, and His own: 
that, after His Souldiers routed, His Gariſons yielded, 


>) His Friends reduced to the laſt extremity, but Deſpair : 


= 
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And, Who but ſuch Friends would not then have de. 
D 2 [paired ? 
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ſpaired 2. Yet Rill He kept His own mind unconquered, ? 
and made that naked, and alone, to incounter, and Tri- | 


umph over all the malice of His Enemies. 

We are now arrived at that, which, in the Worlds 
Opinion, was the moſtunfortunate : But, in a Chriſti- 
an Account, was the moſt Victorious part of the Kings 


Lite, There is ſtill behind a lamentable Story ; to us | 
lamentable, though not to Him. But after ſo many ſad 


Repreſentations, it is time the Veil be drawn. The de- 


lorable remainder is only fit for ſuch Savages to hear, 


who could ſee it without Grief, and cauſe it withour 
Remorſe. Here therefore let us pals. it by in filence : 


Let us ſtrive to overwhelm the Cruel, and Guilty Part 


of the Kings Martyrdom, which was His Enemies Parr , 


by the contemplation of the Innocent, and Honourable | 


part of it, that was His own. 


And this, my Brethren, is ſuch a way of keeping the * 


Thirtieth of January, as the Royal Martyr Himſelf moſt 


deſired. This way of obſerving it, is moſt anſwerable * 


to the firſt Deſign ; of dedicating ſuch Days tothe me- 


mories of departed Saints. For when the Primitive | 
Chriſtians firſt met on ſuch Solemn Occaſions, on the 
very Days, and oftentimes on the very Places, where | 
ſome eminent Chriſtian had: ſuffered ; they were-not * 
wont to ſpend their time- in-curſing their Enemies, or + 


repeating the wretched circumſtances of their Cruelty ; 


- bur rather in Praying that God would convert them, in.,/ 
declaring the Pious Works, and admirable e_ 
4 thole * 
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thoſe that had ſuffered; and in giving God the glory of 
their Exemplary Sufferings. 

You have therefore heard enough, how this bleſſed 
Martyr was unjuſtly perſecuted : Though I have ſtopt 
my Narration on the very brink of the Precipice. Ler 
us now ſee, how He made thoſe Perſecutions a Bleſſing: 
How He behaved Himſelf, in thoſe His laſt, and ſeve- 
reſt Conflicts : When the whole World was a Specta- 
tor, too calmly a SpeCtator, of the laſt part of His Life: 
Whilſt wicked men furiouſly purſued His Death : Furi- 
ouſly ; for it was one time, or other, to be the caule of. 
their own deſtruftion : Whilſt good Men Prayed for 
Him, but could not otherwiſe help Him : Nay, His 
Enemies Prayed too, and boldly belied Heaven, in pre- 
ſuming,that His Murther was the return of theirPrayers.. 
But Heaven was on His ſide; God ſupported Him the 
Angels miniſtred to Him , the Devils tempted Him in 
vain, His Adverſaries too effectually. 

And, I beleech you, Where can there be found a. Wor- 
thier, or more plentiful Subje& for our Admiration ? 
Than that ſo great a King, who had ſwayed thoſe Scep- 
ters, that. are the Balance: of all- Europe, ſhould come 
down from His high Eſtate, by ſo many eafie, and deli- 
berate Degrees ! ſhould pur off all the Ornaments of a 
juſt Soveraignty, to bear all the _—_— of His own. 


| . Subjects Tyranny, with ſo little: Reluctancy, with :{0 
F -- much Contentment! ſhould prepare Himſelf. ſtill. for 
thicker, and greater Aitions, .by a glorious Diſdain, 
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and yet a Pious Improvement of all the former ! ſhould 
have a mind ſo compaſſionate of others Misfortunes, 
even of His Enemies Offences ! and yet ſo Screne amidſt 
his own Dangers! ſhould have a greater luſtre, and 
Majeſty of Countenance, as Moſes had, and that nor 
when he was performing an Act of Government, and 
Adminiftring the Law ; but when He was dying, by the 
unjuſt Pretence of His having broken His own Laws ! 
For any man to bear miſeries well, has been ever 
counted ſo great an honour, that ſome of the ancient 
Heathens have too extravagantly thought, it equalled 
Men to God himſelf, who is not capable of Miſery. 
That ( ſays one of them ) is truly divine, to have the 
Frailties of a Man, the Security of a God. Ir is indeed, 
by all crue Philoſophy, eſteemed to proceed from the 


_ ſtrengch of Nature ; by all true Chriſtianity, 


om the higheſt degree of Grace. 

Can any other Virtue, ſo clearly manifeſt, of what 
ſtrong, and firm, and invulnerablea temper the hearr 
is made ? Paſfive courage is performed within, in the 
Soul it ſelf : When menare forlorn, oppreſſed, deſpiſed, 
not ſo well as only forſaken : when they have no Flat- 
_ few Comforters, ſcarce any but Enemies near 
them. 
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And therefore this Grace before was generally more | 


found in the poor, low, and obſcure part of the World: , 


it was commonly excluded from Princes Courts, by a .-Þ 


Humane 


thouſand delights, and by the pompous Dreams of | 
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Humane Greatneſs. 'T'was almoſt enough Patience be- 
fore in great men, to be only more moderate, and re- 
ſerved in their Pleaſures. | 

From the greateſt, and beſt of Kings before, men 
uſed rather to take Examples how to lead Armies, to 
command Nations, to diſtribute Juſtice, to cheriſh their 
good Subjects, to ſubdue the Rebellious. Theſe were 
the Arts of Empire. Ir was from the ſevere Practices of 
the Cottage, the Cell, and the Gown, that they uſually 
ferch'd Inſtructions, and Examples, how to ſubmit to 
hard Fate, to endure mildly the Rigours of a ſtronger 
Power, tocontemn the Melancholy, and terrors of a 
Priſon, to pardon, or to bear the affronts of mean Con- 
querours ; and, by ſuch hands to die a violent Death 
with Decence, 

What Praiſes then can be worthy of that King, who 
{o much excelled the upper, and the lower part of Man- 
kind in their different perfeftions 2 Who out-did the Up- 
per in Righteouſneſs and Mercy ; the Lower, in Meek- 
neſs, and Long-ſuffering > How ſhall we be able to ex- 
tol His Goodneſs, who could fo readily lay down His 
own Life for His Subjects 2 When ic has been often 
eſteemed goodneſs enough in other Sovereigns, to ſpare 
ſometimes the lives of ſome of their Subjc&s, that have 
tranſgreſt their Commands! What Title ſhall we be- 
ſow on that Magnanimous Courage, which could en- 

F a Trial, and Exe- 

cution ; the Inſolence of the Ignominious Judges ; the 

| Horror 
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Horror of the diſguiſed Executioners ; nay, even ( par- 
don the Word, for He pardoned the Thing ) the Spittle 
of His Inhumane Perſecutors : Could Puffer this, with as 
much unconcerned eafinels, as it it had been only the 


| Pomp and Solemnity of His Coronation ? 


To witneſs all this, I might challenge the Teſtimon 
of .chole very Servants, that were, by His Adverſaries, 
1mpoſed on Him in His Reſtraints : Of whom, many 
were converted by His Sufferings, who had been His 
molt bitter Enemies, whilft He flouriſhed. I might 
alledge His Speeches, His Conferences, His Perſonal 
Treaties, His Converſation, His Immortal Writings ; 
all compoſed in His greateſt diſtreſles ; ſome near the 


very ſight of the Scaftold. They tell us, that when Ce- 


ſar (wam for his life amidſt his Enemies, he had ſuch 


Preſence of mind, as to ſwim with one hand, and in 
the other to hold up his own Book, and ſave it from pe- 
riſhing. But, when the King was incompaſſed with far 
greater, inevitable dangers, He not _ preſerved, but 
wrote that Book, to which, amongſt all the Writings of 
Princes, I know none equal, bur Czſar's, if his : None 
Superiour, but Davids and Solomons. 

But, What need we ſeek farther, for a proof of His 
Royal Courage, and Chriſtian Patience, than to the 
very men that conquered Him ? And that not only now, 


when they have ſo many Reaſons to condemn their 1. | 
own Cruelty towards Him : And, of all Reaſons, two * 


moſt unanſwerable ones : I wiſh they would thiak o : 
| ; | His 
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His own pardoning them, and His Sons confirming His 
Mercy.But we may even venture to appeal to their Opi- 
nions,and Cenſures of Him, when He was in His loweſt; 


they in their higheſt, moſt inſulting condition. 
His Enemies had Him long amongſt them : Long 


' they had all His neareſt Concernments open to their di1- 


covery : His Chambers, His Cabinets, His very Bo- 
dy, and Heart. The laſt part: of His Life they forced 
Him to palsin a Camp, or Priſon, or Hall, or Scaffold, 
There were no ſecret conveyances of a Palace ; no offi- 
cious ſilence of Servants; there all His behaviour was 
expoſed to the view of all, and chiefly to thoſe that mor. 
tally hated Him. 

And what the leaſt indecence or weakneſs did the 
diſcern 2 What the greateſt Reſolution, and Heroick 
Spirit did they not ſee in Him ? Did, at any time, any 
word, oreven murmur of diſcontent come from Him, 
for which He ought to have been jealous of His Ene- 
mies preſence ? Nay, rather might He not, in all, have 
wiſhed for their moſt exact, and ſevere obſervation 2 
For what did, or could they obſerve 2 What in all His 
Diſcourſes, but great Truth oppreſſed, and yer glori- - 
ouſly Prevailing 2 What in all His private Actions, but 
the moſt unaffefted Modeſty, and Devotion 2 What in 
all His Publick, bur Unmoveable Conſtancy, and, the 
moſt invincible thing in this World, an humble Conlci- 
ence well-afſured ? 


How 
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How many various, diſtracting thoughts, of Hatred 
and Diſdain, of natural Tenderneſs and Aﬀe&tion ( not 
ro'ſpeak of Fear or deſire of Life ) might often then have 
| aſlaulted a weaker heart, in any one of all the diſmal 

degrees 'of His Paſſion ! was it not then enough to dil- 
compoſe -and ſhake a mind leſs eſtabliſhed ; Or chen 
when, inſtead of the moſt flouriſhing Court of Europe, 
He ſaw Himſelf long abandoned to ſilent Walls, or 
Rocks, and Seas, and yet more cruel Guards ? Or then 
when in His Solitude He caſt His thoughts back on His 
Travels abroad ; where He was the love, and. delight 
of Forein Courts ; and, on His rerutn home, wheathe | 
whole Nation ſeemed, for Joy, to go out beyond its * 
own Shoresto meet Him : And, now to find, that the * 
ſame Nation lay ſo quiet, and aſtoniſhed at His ap- ' 
proaching Murther ? Or then, when He reflected oa * 
the ſpotleſs Innocence of His whole Life, and compa. | 
red it, as He well might, with other Princes His Con- * 
remporaries : And yet obſerved the ſtrange difference 
that Heaven had made in their Fortunes ?. Or then when + 
He found, that after the greateſt hopes of Peace, and : 
Accommodation, He was ſo ſuddenly, ſo unexpected- | 
ly hurried to deſtruction, that even many of His Ene. © 
mies could nor keep pace with the feſt, in their Cruelty > * 
Or when He ſaw, that all the ſecond Attempts of His } 
Loyal Friends had proved as unfortutate as the firſt > * 
Or, when He remembered the Innocence, and the Ca--. }- 


lamities of the abſent parts of Himſelf, and took wn 
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laſt leave of thoſe His Children that were preſent ? Or, 
when He beheld the places of His Trial, and Martyr. 
dom ; the one the chief ſear of His own Juſtice, the 
other of His former Splendour ? 

Or when — I-can go no farther. For this can ſcarce 
be ſpoken without Tears : And Tears will not become 
a Death ſo Triumphant. Ler it ſuffice, that, in all this, 
He was not without all Natural Aﬀections ; nor can any 
man, that is, be truly Magnanimous. Two things,in- 
deed,came near His heart : 'The misfortunes of His Fa- 
mily,and Friends , and the flavery in which He ſaw His 


Tk Subje&ts were going to be inthralled. Theſe only could 


touch, yet even theſe could not diſorder His Soul, nor 
weaken His Faith in God ; tro whom He meekly refign- 
ed His own Private, and the Publick Cauſe, which was 
His-own too; and by a Divine Spirit foretold the hap- 
py recovery of both. 

Let therefore the preſent Age, and Poſterity, let all 


his Friends and Admirers know, what his Enemies 


! couldnotburconteſs ; that in all his laſt Words, and 


Looks, and Actions, He not only equalled his former 
poet ; but he Did, and Spoke, and Look'd, as 
came the Glory he was going to poſlels. He parted 
from his Crowns, as not aſhamed to have worn them, 
nor conſcious of deſerving to loſe them, nor unwilling 
toleave them. He ſubmitted not to the unjuſt Sentence, 
asa King : He yielded to the cruel Execution of it, asa 
Chriſtian. The diſhonourable part he refuſed; the 
E 2 painful 
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painful he accepred. He pleaded not for himſelf at his 
Enemies Bar, becauſe it was below him : He pleaded, 
and prayed for his Enemies at the Bar cf Heaven, 
which only was above him. That Majeſty which Na- 
eure gave him, he preſerved, he improved : That Hu- 
mility, and Charity, which Religion raught him, he 
practiſed, he adorned. | 

What Comforter, in ſo great a Tempeſt, could have 
inſpired him with ſuch Security, ſuch Calmneſs, ſuch 
Chearfulnels * Who > But He, whom the Winds and 
Seas obeyed : He, that walked Himſelf on the rougheſb 


Waves, ſuffered himſelf the greateſt Torments, and 


was able to make His Diſciples do the ſame. Of that 


Divine Teacher He learnt this Heavenly Truth, That 
Perſecution is a Bleſſing : And, He behaved Himlelf con- 
farmable to that bleſſed Example, as well as Doctrine. 
He was Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake ; whether we 
take Righteoulneſs for Juſtice, . or Religion ? For both 
of which He was a Martyr : And, although his Perſecu- 
tions might ſeem a Curſe to him in this World, becanſe 
they. deprived him of an Earthly Diadem-: Yet they 
were a Real, Inexpreſlible Bleſſing to him :. For he's 
abundantly, unmeaſurably recompenced in the King= 
dom of Heaven. 

Whether the Kingdom of Heaven be taken, as uſuak 
ly it is in Scripture Language, for the Goſpel of that 


| Kingdom : Thoſe Truths, and Precepts, that ſhew the i þ 


way to it: Or for the Joys of Heaven it ſelf, we 
ce 
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they lead : He certainly has had the bleſſings of both : 


He felre, out of -queſtion, the ſincere Comforts of the 
Evangelical Do&trine in this World : His Life ſhewed 
it; his Sufferings proved it ; his Death moſt evidently 
confirmed it. And therefore we have a charitable, un- 
doubted aflurance, that heattained, at his Death, tothe 
other more happy Senſe of the Word : That(as he him- 
ſelf, the very Moment of his Expiring, ſaid he ſhould ) 
He has exchanged bis Corruptible for an Incorruptible Crown : 
That the Text of the Sermon Preached before him, at 
his Coronation, though ir then might ſeem unſeaſona- 
ble, has proved Prophetical : Which was the Jatter parc. 
of thoſe Words, Be thou faithfal. unto Death, and I will 
give thee a Crown of Life.. 

We have now attendedthis God-like Man, to the-ead; 
of his Labours : And, as. much as we can do, by our 
Imperfe&t Applauſes, and Congratulations, we have. 
brought him to the end of his Faith, his entrance into 
the Kingdom of Glory.. Bur, I am ſenſible, that, in Zeal 
to perform my poor Office to his Aſhes, I have.too much 
treſpaſſed on the Patience of. this Great Aſſembly.. Yer, 
I was ledon by ſome kind of confidence, that, having 
this the Subject of my Diſcourſe, I ſhould not only have 
your Cuſtomary Pardon, and more than ordinary. At- 


3 tention, but the moſt. fayourable Concurrence. of your 
; xenderefſt Paſſions, For though, on leſs, and private oc- 
'F *cafions, there is ſcarce any Sorrow but may be wearied, 


and dried up, by the diſtance. of almoſt T hirty years : 


Yet 
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Yetl could not but believe, and you your fclyes have | 
given me the greateſt reaſons imaginable to believe it, 
that thete are none here prefent, who came not hither 
{till afreſh, and moſt nearly concerned in the Irrepa- 
rable Loſs of that excellent King. 

Perhaps ſome that have heard me this day, were his | 
own Menial Servants; and ſo were Domeſtick Wit- | 
neſles of His incomparable Goodneſs, and had a ſharc | 

in His particular Kindneſs : Many there may be here, 
who enjoyed the blefled fruits of His firſt Peaceful, 
moſt Gentle, moſt Religious Reign : Many I lee, who 
grieved at His Ruine, and indeavoured too to {upport | 
His falling Greatneſs with the hazard of all, with the 
loſs of much, that was near, and dear to them. Even 
the youngeſt of us, methinks, cannot bur ſtill, moſt 
ſenſibly regret His untimely Fall; by which they were 
deprived of ſo perfe&t an Example of all Virtue, and 
Piery ; and were forced to paſs away their firſt years, 
that elſe might have becn mott pleaſant, amidſt the Op- Þ 
preſſions, and Contufions of cheir Country. 

And certainly, all of us'rogether have juſt cauſe to 
be humbled, under a ſenſe of Gods Wrath, and to Im- 
plore his _; that this Royal Innocent Bloud, 
which was ſpilt for the Church, and has cried from un- 
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derthe Altar, may, at length, ceaſe Crying ; not only 
againſt the Wretched Inſtruments of that Cruelry, for, 
that alſo, in our own Charity, and by His Example," 
we ought to Pray for : But, that His Bloud may ceaſe 


Crying 
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$ Crying againſt the whole Nation it ſelf, which ( How 
ſhall I expreſs it, without offence ? Nay, How with a 
juſt Reſentment ? ) which certainly ſuffered ic by their 

egligence : Should [not add, by their Stupidity * And 
roo much haſtened ir by their Sins. 

And, if we were all cordially thus affe&ted, as, I 
doubt not but we all are ; with ſuch Indignation for his 
Undeſerved Death; ſuch Veneration for His never- 
dying Memory ; may we all endeavour to exprels theſe 
our Aﬀections, not only by declaring our abhorrence of 
thoſe Black Counſels, and Accurſed Practices, which 
finiſhed che laſt part of His Tragedy ; bur even of thoſe 
that did, any way, though at never ſo great a diſtance, 
inthe leaſt, contribute towards it. May all of us, ac- 
cording to our ſeveral Stations and Abilities : And, Who- 
can have Abilities to do this, if you here preſent have 
not ? May all of us be moſt induſtriouſly Watchty], 
that the ſame Schiſmatical Deſigns, and Antimonar- 
chical Principles, which then Inſpired ſo many ill Men, 
miſ-led ſome Good Men, and coſt our Good King ſo 
dear ; may not once more revive, and in{inuate them- 
ſelves again, under the ſame, or newer, and crafcier 
Diſguiſes, and find an opportunity to attempt the like 
Miſchies, | 


For the Preſent, Ler us all joyn in our hearty Prayers 
' ro Almighty God, That he would be pleaſed to pardon 
tous, and to our Country, this Hainous, Publick Sin, 
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:+\ © by the ſame Infinite Compaſſion, by which we can 

0 only expect Forgiveneſs of our own particular Sins ; 
By that Bloud, which' ſpeaks better things than the 
Bloud of the moſt Righteous Abel, or Charles ; By that 
Bloud, which is more Pretious than the Kings : By the 
Bloud, and Merits, and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. -Amen. 
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